
Year 9 History Curriculum

Year 9
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Content:
What will 
students 
know

What caused 
war
to break out 
in 
1914?
Why was 
WW1 fought 
in Trenches?

What was the 
fighting like in 
WW1? Battle of 
the Somme 
study, Empire 
soldiers End of 
WW1- why did 
Germany lose?

Democracy 
and 
Dictatorship - 
how were 
countries 
governed in 
1920s and 
1930s?
Hitler's 
Germany - a 
depth study

Why is the
Holocaust 
such a
significant 
event? What 
were the 
causes of 
WW2?

Were the 
1960s really 
swinging? 
How did 
society 
change: 
immigration 
and society- 
Windrush

What was 
the Cold 
War? 
Ideology and 
rivalry

Skills:
What will 
students be 
able to do

causation 
and
source 
analysis

Think like a 
historian -
interpretations 
of Haig.

significance source 
analysis

essay writing source 
analysis

Other:
Literacy/
Numeracy/ 
Ethos

literacy 
SMSC

literacy SMSC literacy and 
smsc

literacy and 
SMSC

essay writing essay writing

Assessment: Causes of 
WW1 
Essay - 
weighing up 
of factors

Use of 
evidence - 
Somme essay - 
interpretations 
question

Hitler's 
Germany
Essay - two 
bullet point 
essay 
weighing up 
factors.

Holocaust -
Use of 
sources 
how useful - 
comparing 
two sources

Write an 
account - 
Cold War 
narrative

End of Year 
Exam - 
mixture of 
the WW1 to 
test recall 
and Cold 
War intro


