
KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
Art & Design 
Year 8 – 2D Studies
Topic: Hitchin and History

Key Knowledge 
DEVELOP ideas: AO1
You will learn:
❑ About the Post- Impressionists
❑ How to carry out extended written and visual artist 

research through learning about key art and craft 
websites. Evaluative writing. Descriptive writing. 
Imaginative writing. How to explain connections 
between your own art and others’. .

❑ The historic link between Hitchin and lavender.
EXPLORE ideas: AO2
You will learn to:
❑ Mark-making in paint - ways of creating texture and 

pattern through various tools/implements and 
repetition of gesture

❑ How to make an asymmetric composition which has 
balance, rhythm and visual interest.

RECORD ideas: AO3
You will learn to:
You will study approaches to drawing and painting which 
focus on:
❑ How to create illusion of depth on a flat surface, 

including overlap, scale and aerial perspective.
❑ How to suggest form and depth through 

mark-making.
❑ How to observe colour in shadows and utilise optical 

blending to show form and depth.
❑ How to record thoughts/observations in annotation.
Key Knowledge 
PRESENT ideas: AO4
You will build on Year 7 learning to:
❑ Create a pleasing composition using Compositional 

principles of asymmetry – Golden Section. 

Aerial 
Perspective

Refers to the technique 
of creating an illusion of 
depth by depicting 
distant objects as paler, 
less detailed, and usually 
bluer than near objects.

Post-Impress
ionist

Art movement that 
developed in the 1890s. 
It is characterized by a 
subjective approach to 
painting, as artists opted 
to evoke emotion rather 
than realism in their 
work.3

Golden 
Section

The Golden Section or 
Ratio is a number, 
approximately 1.618, 
which is prevalent in 
nature, art, architecture, 
and design. 

Optical 
blending 

Merging created not 
through physical mixing 
of colours but by using 
the theory of perception 
of colour is called as 
optical blending or 
mixing.

Rhythm Refers to a relationship 
between elements that 
creates a sense of 
harmony . Rhythm can be 
seen in patterns, in 
relationships between 
colours and shapes, and in 
repetitions of lines and 
forms.

Asymmetry Refers to anything that 
isn't symmetrical. 
Balance is the visual 
principle of making a 
design appear equally 
weighted throughout the 
composition.

Spatial The illusion of distance 
between elements on a 
flat surface.

Proportion The size of one element, 
relative to another.

HOW DOES THIS LEARNING BUILD ON 
YEAR 7?
*Develops your understanding of colour 
theory from year 7 by adding optical 
blending to physical blending.
*Develop your understanding of rendering 
using tone to create depth and studying 
proportion and measurement further.
*Develop your understanding of 
composition by moving from flat, 
decorative composition to SPATIAL 
description in asymmetrical 
arrangements.
*Build your confidence to write in more 
detail about artists’ works.
*Extend your use of the brush from flat 
coverage to textural description.



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
Art & Design 
Year 8 – 3D Studies
Topic: Hitchin and History

Key Knowledge 
DEVELOP ideas: AO1
You will learn:
❑ The historic link between Hitchin, Hertfordshire, 

Bedfordshire and the craft of strawplaiting.
❑ About contemporary ceramic artists and their craft.
❑ About women and girls as makers.
❑ The woven crafts of some other cultures.
❑ About the economic contribution of craft industries.
EXPLORE ideas: AO2
You will learn to:
❑ Coiling, plaiting and possibly weaving clay and other 

materials to make craft goods.
❑ How to make a craft composition which has balance, 

rhythm and visual interest.
RECORD ideas: AO3
You will learn to:
You will study approaches to drawing and painting which 
focus on:
❑ How to ‘draw’ with materials, combining linear 

materials to form textures and structures.
❑ How to draw for design, showing multiple views of a 

product.
❑ How to record thoughts/observations in annotation.
Key Knowledge 
PRESENT ideas: AO4
You will build on Year 7 learning to:
❑ Create more complex craft items and more complex 

construction techniques in clay.

Coiling Working with rolls of 
clay or other materials 
to create a vessel of 
some kind – e.g. 
bowl/pot.

Craft A craft is an activity 
such as weaving, 
carving, or pottery that 
involves making things 
skilfully by hand, often 
in a traditional way. 
Craft goods usually 
have a function, or use 
as well as being nice to 
look at.

Straw Plaiting Method of creating a 
workable strand, or coil 
of straw by plaiting fine 
straws together. These 
plaits would then be 
used to make straw 
goods – mainly hats.. 

 Complex Consisting of many 
different and 
connected parts.

Rhythm Refers to a relationship 
between elements that 
creates a sense of 
harmony . Rhythm can 
be seen in patterns, in 
relationships between 
colours and shapes, and 
in repetitions of lines 
and forms.

Contemporary Happening now.

Historic Happened in the past.

Volume Shapes are flat. If you 
take a shape and give it 
three dimensions, it 
has volume.

HOW DOES THIS LEARNING BUILD ON 
YEAR 7?
*Develops your understanding of the role 
of craft in our society by exploring how 
crafts develop in response to local 
materials and need and by introducing 
you to a wider range of crafts people.
*Develop your understanding of materials, 
namely clay, straw and paper and how 
they can be woven, coiled and plaited to 
form structures.
*Develop your understanding of craft 
both as functional and aesthetic 
(attractive) in purpose.
*Build your confidence to write in more 
detail about artists’ works.
*Extend your use of clay from flat 
modelling material to explore more 
delicate, textural and rhythmic ways of 
working with clay through coiling, rather 
than pinching.

Strawplaiters, 
Hertfordshire


