
Year 8 History Curriculum

Year 8
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Content:
What will 
students 
know

What was life 
like in Stuart 
times? 
Gunpowder 
and Civil War

How did 
Britain build 
an Empire 
around the 
world?

Why did Britain 
get involved in 
the slave trade 
and why was 
slavery 
abolished?

What was the 
Industrial 
Revolution and 
how did it 
change Britain? 

What was life 
like during the 
Industrial 
Revolution? 
conditions in 
the industrial 
cities

Separate 
Spheres - 
what was life 
like for 
women in the 
1800s? 
suffragists 
and 
suffragettes

Skills:
What will 
students be 
able to do

source 
analysis 
causation

Think like a 
historian - 
interpretation
s of the 
British 
Empire.

Essay writing/ 
interpretations.

source analysis use of 
sources

similarity and 
difference

Other:
Literacy/
Numeracy/ 
Ethos

literacy literacy and 
numeracy

literacy SMSC literacy and 
SMSC
numeracy

literacy literacy

Assessment
:

Why did Civil 
War break out 
in 1642?

British Empire 
- 
Interpretation
s question
study

Why was 
slavery 
abolished? 

Children in the 
mills - 
interpretations

Comparing 
the 
importance of 
two factors. 
Suffragettes 
essay

End of Year 
exam - 
sources, 
recall and 
essay writing. 


