
Year 8 French - Curriculum Overview and KS3 Progress Descriptors 2023/24 
 
Aims and Rationale 
The aims and rationale of the curriculum in Years 7- 9 for both French and Spanish are: 
1) To consolidate and extend language introduced at KS1 - 2. 
2) To enable students to be confident at communicating in three time frames. 
3) To enable students to communicate key information about themselves and their immediate frame of reference whilst developing an awareness of 
wider / global issues through the taught language. 
4) To enable students to be confident in the four key skills of MFL learning (Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing). 
5) To develop a cultural awareness linked to aspects of the TL country. 
6) To instil in students an awareness of the importance of learning a foreign language and of the relevant life skills associated with it. 
7) To enable students to begin developing the skills required for studying a foreign language at GCSE level and beyond. 

 
Curriculum Content  
Recent holidays ● Likes & Dislikes ● 
Developing extended writing skills ● 
Introduction to Perfect Tense ● Present tense 
of regular ‘ir’ and ‘re’ verbs ● Near Future tense 
● Combining two tenses (present, past perfect, 
near future) ● Festivals in francophone 
countries 

● Leisure Time / Digital Technology ● 
Arranging to go out ● Shopping ● Further 
practice of combining tenses ● Modal verbs + 
infinitives ● Reflexive Verbs ● Leisure & art 
works in francophone countries 

● Sport & Opinions ● Illness ● Using comparatives ● 
Using the imperative ● Jouer + sports ● Il faut / Il 
ne faut pas ● Questions in different tenses ● 
Sportspeople in the francophone world 

 
How we assess at Key Stage 3  
At Hitchin Girls’ School our curriculum is our progress model. Students benefit from a broad, diverse and challenging curriculum which increases in 
difficulty and challenge as students progress through the school. The expectation is that all students meet our curriculum at their relevant age range 
and as such meet the minimum of the secure descriptors below. Those working at an advancing level are working above, while those excelling are 
consistently working at a level far above their age range.  
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Developing Secure Advancing Excelling 

 
 

● Pupils at this level remember 
some topic specific 
vocabulary and are able to 
apply it with support when 
writing and speaking in the 
target language. 

● Pupils may remember a few 
simple words from previous 
topics to use in new contexts. 
They may make a number of 
errors but communication is 
sometimes clear. 

● Pupils at this level remember 
familiar present tense 
phrases and can create short 
sentences with familiar verbs 
with support. They 
understand some simple 
past/future tense phrases. 

● Pupils at this level can 
evaluate short texts that they 
read and hear to answer 
simple questions about 
details and gist. 

● Pupils can translate short 
phrases into English/French 
with some accuracy 

● Pupils at this level can 
increasingly recognise and 
use simple connectives, 
quantifiers, qualifiers and 
opinions to apply with 
support.  

● Pupils at this level may ask 
simple questions about topics 
and can work independently 
on areas of personal interest. 

● Pupils at this level remember a 
range of topic specific 
vocabulary and are able to 
apply it from memory when 
writing and speaking in the 
target language. 

● Pupils can adapt some simple 
language learned in Year 7 to 
use with new topics.They may 
make some errors but 
communication is often clear. 

● Pupils at this level have begun 
to understand how to form the 
present, past and near future 
tenses in order to create work, 
with some success, using 
these tenses with familiar 
verbs. 

● Pupils at this level can evaluate 
texts that they read and hear to 
answer questions with some 
success about details and gist. 

● Pupils can translate individual 
sentences into English/French 
with more accuracy than 
inaccuracy. 

● Pupils at this level sometimes 
apply some connectives, 
quantifiers, qualifiers and 
opinions to create / evaluate 
short pieces of work. 

● Pupils at this level ask simple 
questions about topics and can 
work independently on areas of 
personal interest. 

● Pupils at this level remember 
most topic specific vocabulary 
and are often able to apply it 
from memory when 
writing/speaking in the target 
language.  

● Pupils adapt language learnt in 
Year 7 to use in new topics. 

● Pupils at this level can 
understand and use the 
present, past and near future 
tenses in order to create work 
using these tenses with a 
variety of verbs. 

● Pupils at this level can often 
evaluate texts that they read 
and hear to answer questions 
about detail and gist with a 
good level of accuracy. 

● Pupils can translate short texts 
into French/English with more 
accuracy than inaccuracy. 

● Pupils at this level can apply 
successfully a good range of 
connectives, quantifiers, 
qualifiers and opinions to 
create/evaluate extended 
pieces of work. 

● Pupils at this level ask more 
detailed questions about topics 
and can work independently for 
sustained periods on areas of 
personal interest. 

● Pupils at this level remember 
all topic specific vocabulary 
and are able to apply it 
confidently from memory when 
writing and speaking in the 
target language. 

● Pupils can confidently adapt 
language from Year 7 to use 
appropriately in new topics. 

● Pupils at this level are 
confident in using the present, 
past and near future tenses 
and can create extended work 
using these tenses with a wide 
variety of verbs. 

● Pupils at this level can evaluate 
texts that they read and hear to 
very accurately answer 
questions about details and 
gist. 

● Pupils can translate short texts 
into French/English with a high 
level of accuracy. 

● Pupils at this level can 
regularly apply successfully a 
wide range of connectives, 
quantifiers, qualifiers and 
opinions to create/evaluate 
extended pieces of work. 

s t e n i n g , S p e a k i n g , R e a d i n g a n d W ri ti n g 



Year 8 French - Curriculum Overview and KS3 Progress Descriptors 2023/24 
 


