
Welcome
Year 9 Information Evening





Head of Year - Mrs Katharine Rowe  

Head of Year Overview

9A – Mr Gregory 9J - Miss Pedge
9B – Mr Adams/ 9P - Mrs Winters/

  Miss O’Connor   Mrs Hart
9C – Mrs Kirtland 9R - Mr Mason 
9F – Mrs Burnham 9T - Miss Hobbiger Y9

Form Tutors



Head of Year Overview

➔ Transition to KS4 / GCSE Options

➔ Friendships

➔ Role Models

➔ Clubs & Extra Curricular



➔ Well-being

➔ Sleep

➔ Use Headstrong

➔ Monitor use of 

Phone/Social Media 

Head of Year Overview - How parents can help



Key Stages 3 & 4 Options



Year 9 is a key moment in your child’s education. In the Spring term, your child will undertake an 

options process that allows them to choose 3 or 4 subjects to continue for their GCSEs. 

Year 9 provides an opportunity to hone their skill sets and interests to ensure they are prepared for 

the next step while also demonstrating to themselves and their teachers that they are capable of 

the level of academic study required at GCSE to succeed. 

In some subjects, some GCSE content is introduced in Year 9. 

Year 9 Curriculum



Year 9 Options



The purpose of this evening is to begin 

the thought process of what options 

your child may want to explore. 

It is a long and very important process. 

Take some time this evening to visit 

some of the different departments to 

learn what you might study.  

You will not speak to all of them but 

much more information will be shared 

via the dedicated options website and 

assemblies





Key change from previous years
Previous years; 

● Students opted between non-examined PE, Sports Leaders and examined Full Course PE. 
This meant those taking Full Course did a 10th or in some cases 11th GCSE. It also meant 
those taking Full Course PE had reduced time actually playing sport.

From this year: 

● All students will undertake 4 hours of non-examined PE
● Students that opt for Full Course PE will do so as one of their 4 options. 

They will do this in addition to their 4 hours of non-examined PE. 
● Students not opting for Full Course PE, will have an opportunity to express an interest in 

becoming a Sports Leader. More information will be shared on how to do this in December 
but this does not count as an option.  



This evening is a mere introduction to the options process. More information will be shared later in 

the Autumn term but below is a brief timeline:

Tuesday 6th January 2026: Options website goes live 

Tuesday 13th January 2026: Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening

Mon 12th/Tues 13th/Weds 14th: Options assemblies 

Friday 16th January 2026: Option forms ‘go-live’

Friday 23rd January 2026: Deadline for return of Option choices 

Spring Term Options interviews with SLG

Summer Term Students will be notified of the finalised option blocks and timetables
will be confirmed during this term

Year 9 Options



What is Unifrog?

• Unifrog believe that destinations - where students end up after school - is even 

more important than their academic performance. They partner with schools to 

support students to progress into the best opportunity for them.

• Unifrog do this by providing a one-stop-shop where students can explore their 

interests, then find and successfully apply for their best next-step after school.





Suggested tools for KS3
Unifrog makes tool suggestions based on students’ ages and 

interests, as well as their experience with other schools. All 

students can explore all the tools available to our school.



The Career Sectors library
In KS3, exploring careers should be about 

discovering all the opportunities out there.

Unifrog has grouped its career profiles into 56 

sector profiles to help students explore a career 

area without needing to focus on a single job. 

Each profile includes a sector overview, how to 

get started, the skills you’ll need, useful links, 

and up-to-date labour market information.



The Activities tool
Students can start building a portfolio of 

academic and extracurricular activities.

They can use this tool to record and 

remember all the great work they’ve been 

doing, whether in class, on a sports team, in 

private music lessons, volunteering, or 

something else.

They can also use their record to reflect on 

their journey so far to see what they’re good 

at, what they like doing, and what they want to 

do next.



The Know-how library
Sometimes, students need a little bit of 

guidance. The Know-how library is full of expert 

advice and guidance tackling a range of topics 

from mental health, to academic support, to 

industry insights.

Some of Unifrog’s popular guides include:

• Get on the ladder: sport and fitness

• Skills: what are they and why do they matter?

• Understanding autism



● Take an active interest in their studies

● Encourage your child to engage with extra curricular activities

● Enrich their learning with conversations that might relate to areas of study, i.e. news stories

● Keep an eye on what is being studied presently so that you can play an active role

● Support and communicate regularly with your child’s teachers

● Regularly log into Go4Schools and attend virtual consultation evenings

● Give your child a safe and quiet work space that they can use - try not to tidy it! 

● Support them to have appropriate ‘down time’ and manage their time effectively  

How can I support my child in Year 9?



Where can I find out more?





1. Initial EwL wc 01/12/25

2. EwL with tutor 
comment

wc 07/07/26

At any point during your child’s education at HGS, you can log into 
Go4Schools to monitor their most recent assessments in each subject. 
In addition, you will receive two reports that detail their engagement with 
learning along with tips on what they could do to improve this. 
More information on these will be shared shortly

Year 9 Assessment and Reporting Calendar



Teaching & Learning at HGS





Thinking Frames: 
Metacognitive 

Visual Tools

Defining

Cause Effect

Sequencing

Comparing 
Contrasting

Describing

ConnectingWhole Part

Categorising









ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Exceptional attendance for all = 97%+ daily attendance

Attend today, Achieve tomorrow

Which CIRCLE is your child in?

Over 38 
days absent 

a year

Up to 21 
days absent 

a year

Up to 29 
days absent 

a year

Up to 32 
days absent 

a year
Attendance impacts of academic outcomes, 

the more school students miss, the less 
likely they are to achieve their potential.



National data and our historical data shows that students who have 
attendance above 90% make better progress and achieve better GCSE 
outcomes than those whose attendance is below 90%. 

● In 2025 GCSE results at HGS, students with an attendance above 90% on 
average achieved or exceeded their target grade with a progress value of 
0.26 in each subject. 

● At 97-100% attendance this increased to an average of 0.37 grades above 
their target in each subject.

● Those that were sub 80% attendance on average missed their target grades 
by -1.83 grades in each subject.

 

Attendance



Absence during term time

● Absence from school can only be authorised 
in ‘exceptional’ circumstances and must be 
requested in advance.

● Penalty Notice Fines will be considered 
when there has been 10 sessions of 
unauthorised absence in a 10 week period. 
This is the equivalent of 5 school days.

● Holidays are highly unlikely to be deemed 
‘exceptional’ circumstances and therefore 
will be unauthorised, with the likelihood of a 
penalty fine being issued for a week’s 
holiday.



Unauthorised absence

● First Offence - £160 per parent per 
child, reduced to £80 per parent per child 
if paid within 28 days.

● Second offence (within 3 years) - £160 
per parent per child to be paid within 28 
days.

● Third or further offences (within 3 
years) - a penalty notice is not issued but 
the case will be presented to the 
Magistrate’s Court by Hertfordshire. 
Fine up to £2500 per parent per child.



Key contacts:
● Mrs Cole = Assistant Headteacher and SENCO
● Miss Lennon = Assistant SENCO
● Mrs Virdee = Inclusion Administrator

If you have any concerns about your child’s 
learning, please contact the team so we 
can work with you to establish a plan to 
support them. 

SEND Support



SEND interventions

There are 8 LSAs at HGS. They will work in the 
classroom with some students and also deliver a 
range of interventions which take place during 
registration, at lunch and in exceptional 
circumstances, during lessons. 

The team runs homework club every lunch time. 

SEND Support



The Learning Support Department and the Exams team work together 
to ensure that students receive access arrangements in line with JCQ 
regulations. 

Access Arrangements

Key things to note:
● To receive access arrangements, this must be the students normal 

way of learning.
● Evidence must be provided of need from teaching staff.
● Medical evidence may need to be provided.
● Testing cannot take place prior to year 9 and will not happen until at 

least the summer term.





Thank you
Year 9 

Information 
Evening


