
Welcome
Year 9 Information Evening





Head of Year - Mrs Tarbutton  

Head of Year Overview

9A – Miss Benmoussa 9J - Mrs East/Mrs Beattie 
9B – Mr Sutton  9P - Mr Crowther
9C – Mrs Coe 9R - Miss Murch 
9F – Miss Twomey 9T - Mrs Lingham Y9

Form Tutors



Head of Year Overview

➔ Transition to KS4 / GCSE Options

➔ Friendships

➔ Role Models

➔ Clubs & Extra Curricular



➔ Well-being

➔ Sleep

➔ Use Headstrong

➔ Monitor use of 

Phone/Social Media 

Head of Year Overview - How parents can help



Key Stages 3 & 4 Options



Who to contact (admin@hgs.herts.sch.uk) 
➔ Subject teachers/Heads of Department
➔ Head of Year - Beth Tarbutton  
➔ Form Tutors

Head of Year Overview

9A – Miss Benmoussa 9J - Mrs East/Mrs Beattie 
9B – Mr Sutton  9P - Mr Crowther
9C – Mrs Coe 9R - Miss Murch 
9F – Miss Twomey 9T - Mrs Lingham 

Y9



Year 9 is a key moment in your child’s education. In the Spring term, your child will undertake an 

options process that allows them to choose 3 or 4 subjects to continue for their GCSEs. 

Year 9 provides an opportunity to hone their skill sets and interests to ensure they are prepared for 

the next step while also demonstrating to themselves and their teachers that they are capable of 

the level of academic study required at GCSE to succeed. 

In some subjects, some GCSE content is introduced in Year 9. 

Year 9 Curriculum



Year 9 Options





This evening is a mere introduction to the options process. More information will be shared later in 

the Autumn term but below is a brief timeline:

Tuesday 28th November: Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening

Monday 8th January: Options website goes live

Mon 15th/Tues 16th/Weds 17th: Options assemblies 

Friday 19th January: Option forms ‘go-live’

Friday 26th January: Deadline for return of Option choices 

Spring Term Options interviews with SLG

Summer Term Students will be notified of the finalised option blocks and timetables
will be confirmed during this term

Year 9 Options



The purpose of this evening is to begin 

the thought process of what options 

your child may want to explore. 

It is a long and very important process. 

Take some time this evening to visit 

some of the different departments to 

learn what you might study.  

You will not speak to all of them but 

much more information will be shared 

via the dedicated options website and 

assemblies



● Take an active interest in their studies

● Encourage your child to engage with extra curricular activities

● Enrich their learning with conversations that might relate to areas of study, i.e. news stories

● Keep an eye on what is being studied presently so that you can play an active role

● Support and communicate regularly with your child’s teachers

● Regularly log into Go4Schools and attend virtual consultation evenings

● Give your child a safe and quiet work space that they can use - try not to tidy it! 

● Support them to have appropriate ‘down time’ and manage their time effectively  

How can I support my child in Year 9?



Where can I find out more?



Years 7,8,9 Assessment Structure

 “We aspire to have a 
curriculum that through its 

flexibility and breadth 
nurtures and develops skills 

and interests to promote high 
levels of success and 

enjoyment for all.”



Years 7,8,9 Assessment Structure

It is our aim that every child has - as a minimum - a 
secure understanding of our curriculum.

Excelling

Advancing

Secure

Developing







Years 7,8,9 Assessment Structure

Excelling

Advancing

Secure

Developing



1. Initial EwL 27/11/23

2. EwL with tutor 
comment

wc 15/07/24

At any point during your child’s education at HGS, you can log into 
Go4Schools to monitor their most recent assessments in each subject. 
In addition, you will receive two reports that detail their engagement with 
learning along with tips on what they could do to improve this. 
More information on these will be shared shortly

Year 9 Assessment and Reporting Calendar



Tuesday 28th November 2023

Year 9 Consultation Evening (virtual)

w/c 8th January 2024

Year 9 Options Website Launch



‘Attend today, Achieve tomorrow’

The importance of good attendance for your child

Attendance



ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Exceptional attendance for all = 97%+ daily attendance

Attend today, Achieve tomorrow

Which CIRCLE is your child in?

Over 38 
days absent 

a year

Up to 21 
days absent 

a year

Up to 29 
days absent 

a year

Up to 32 
days absent 

a year
Attendance impacts of academic outcomes, 

the more school students miss, the less 
likely they are to achieve their potential.



90% attendance over 5 years = half a year of schooling missed.

80% attendance over 5 years = a whole year missed.

Improving attendance will help students to achieve their potential 
as days missed will always mean lost learning.

Attendance



National data and our historical data shows that students who 
have attendance above 90% make better progress and 
achieve better GCSE outcomes than those whose attendance 
is below 90%. 
 

Attendance



Your child’s attendance will be visible this year. 

You will be able to check your child’s 
attendance by using your parental login for 
Go4Schools.

Attendance - Go4Schools



Key contacts:
● Mrs Cole = Assistant Headteacher and SENCO
● Miss Lennon = Assistant SENCO

If you have any concerns about your child’s 
learning, please contact the team so we 
can work with you to establish a plan to 
support them. 

SEND Support



SEND interventions

There are 6 LSAs at HGS. They will work in the 
classroom with some students and also deliver a 
range of interventions which take place during 
registration, at lunch and in exceptional 
circumstances, during lessons. 

The team runs homework club every lunch time. 

SEND Support



The Learning Support Department and the Exams team work together 
to ensure that students receive access arrangements in line with JCQ 
regulations. 

Access Arrangements

Key things to note:
● To receive access arrangements, this must be the students normal 

way of learning.
● Evidence must be provided of need from teaching staff.
● Medical evidence may need to be provided.
● Testing cannot take place prior to year 9.



Thank you
Year 9 Information Evening


