Welcome

Year 8 Information Evening







Head of Year Overview

Who to contact (admin@hgs.herts.sch.uk)
=> Subject teachers/Heads of Department
=> Head of Year - Ms. Charlotte Gunns
=> Form Tutors

8A — Ms. Paul

8B — Ms. Romain

8C — Mr. Horner
8F — Mrs. Edwards/Mrs. Grainger
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8J - Mrs. Le Page
8P - Ms. Halil

8R - Mr. Chapman
8T - Ms. Froud




Head of Year Overview

- Tutor time schedule
- Opportunities & enrichment
- Role models for Year 7

- Caythorpe Court

N N 2

- Online safety




Year 8 Curriculum

e Year 8 is about beginning to deepen the understanding of learning that took place in Year 6
and Year 7 but also focus on some selected topics to hone which areas are of most interest to
them as they approach the Year 9 Options process next year.

e Into Year 8 students have had an opportunity to focus their interests on particular subjects
and cease to study others - each of them is studying their two selected option subjects. We
feel this is a vital aspect of beginning to mature and understand where they most enjoy
learning. Into Year 9 this will then reduce to one selected option - a choice to be made at

Easter this year.




How we will support your child in Year 8

Provide a rich and engaging learning experience

e Provide extra-curricular activities such as clubs, visits and activities to enrich their studies
e Develop study and work skills that will support them in the years to come

e Signpost towards resources such as free tools, apps and eventually revision guides

e Provide opportunities for student leadership to further broaden their perspective

e Encourage debate and a curiosity for learning

e Manage their workload and support their physical and emotional wellbeing




How you can support your child in Year 87

e Take an active interest in their studies

e Enrich their learning with conversations that might relate to areas of study, i.e. news stories
e Keep an eye on what is being studied presently so that you can play an active role

e Support and communicate regularly with your child’'s teachers

e Regularly log into Go4Schools and attend virtual consultation evenings

e Give your child a safe and quiet work space that they can use - try not to tidy it!

e Support them to have appropriate ‘down time’ and manage their time effectively




Where can | find out more?




Year 8 Assessment and Reporting Calendar

At any point during your child’'s education at HGS, you can log into
Go4Schools to monitor their most recent assessments in each subject.
In addition, you will receive two reports that detail their engagement with
learning along with tips on what they could do to improve this.

More information on these will be shared in a letter next week along with
details on a new model for reporting progress.

1. Initial EwL we 10/12/25

2. EwL with tutor | wc 13/07/26
comment




Excelling

Consistently performs above expected levels.

Advancing Displays assured understanding and higher-level proficiency.
Secure Demonstrates a firm grasp of the curriculum
Developing Shows some progress towards a secure grasp of the curriculum.




Year 8 Consultation Evening (virtual)

Wednesday 29th April 2026




Teaching & Learning at HGS







Defining Describing Sequencing

Categorising — Cause Effect
Thinking Frames:

Metacognitive
Visual Tools

Comparing
Contrasting .
Whole Part Connecting













Attendance

‘Attend today, Achieve tomorrow’

The importance of good attendance for your child




ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Exceptional attendance for all = 97%+ daily attendance
Attend today, Achieve tomorrow

Up to 21 Up to 29 Up to 32 Over 38

Attendance impaCtS of academic outcomes, days absent | days absent days absent days absent
the more school students miss, the less a year a year a year a year
likely th hi hei ial.

iIkely they are to achieve their potentia PERSISTENT ABSENTEE

Which CIRCLE is your child in?




Attendance

90% attendance over 5 years = half a year of schooling missed.

80% attendance over 5 years = a whole year missed.

Improving attendance will help students to achieve their potential
as days missed will always mean lost learning.




Attendance

National data and our historical data shows that students who have
attendance above 90% make better progress and achieve better GCSE
outcomes than those whose attendance is below 90%.

e |n 2025 GCSE results at HGS, students with an attendance above 90% on
average achieved or exceeded their target grade with a progress value of

0.26 in each subject.
e At97-100% attendance this increased to an average of 0.37 grades above

their target in each subject.
e Those that were sub 80% attendance on average missed their target grades

by -1.83 grades in each subject.




Attendance - Go4Schools

Your child’'s attendance will be visible this year.

You will be able to check your child’s

attendance by using your parental login for
Go4Schools.




Absence during term time

e Absence from school can only be authorised
in ‘exceptional’ circumstances and must be
requested in advance.

e Penalty Notice Fines will be considered
when there has been 10 sessions of
unauthorised absence in a 10 week period.
This is the equivalent of 5 school days.

e Holidays are highly unlikely to be deemed
‘exceptional’ circumstances and therefore
will be unauthorised, with the likelihood of a
penalty fine being issued for a week’s
holiday.




Unauthorised absence

e First Offence - £160 per parent per
child, reduced to £80 per parent per child
if paid within 28 days.

e Second offence (within 3 years) - £160
per parent per child to be paid within 28
days.

e Third or further offences (within 3
years) - a penalty notice is not issued but
the case will be presented to the
Magistrate’s Court by Hertfordshire.
Fine up to £2500 per parent per child.




SEND Support

Key contacts:
e Mrs Cole = Assistant Headteacher and SENCO

e Miss Lennon = Assistant SENCO
e Mrs Virdee = Inclusion Administrator

If you have any concerns about your child’s
learning, please contact the team so we
can work with you to establish a plan to
support them.




SEND Support

SEND interventions

There are 8 LSAs at HGS. They will work in the
classroom with some students and also deliver a
range of interventions which take place during
registration, at lunch and in exceptional
circumstances, during lessons.

The team runs homework club every lunch time.




Access Arrangements

The Learning Support Department and the Exams team work together

to ensure that students receive access arrangements in line with JCQ
regulations.

Key things to note:

e o receive access arrangements, this must be the students normal
way of learning.

e Evidence must be provided of need from teaching staff.

e Medical evidence may need to be provided.

e Testing cannot take place prior to year 9.




Caythorpe Court

Wednesday 15th October - Friday 17th October




YEAR 8
RESIDENTIAL

CAYTHORPE
COURT












CHALLENGE COURSE







ABSEILING







CLIMBING







ARCHERY







TRAPEZE







RAFT
BUILDING







PADDLE BOARDING







SENSORY TRAIL







ZIP WIRE







Thank you

Year 8 Information Evening




