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The Careers Team

The team is made up of the following people:

Tina Stojko - Careers Leader (Asst Headteacher and Head of 6th Form)

Clare Townsend- Careers Coordinator and Careers Adviser (Tuesdays)

Ruth ward - Careers Adviser (Tuesdays)

Andy Whittle - Careers Adviser (Wednesdays)

Maria Meeehan - Personal Adviser - Services for Young People Herts County Council
(Thursdays)

Clare joined the team this term. Clare is an experienced and qualified Careers Adviser having
worked with Herts County Council for many years. She is also qualified as an Occupational
Therapist and so also brings experience of working within the health service and charitable
sector.

What is Career Guidance?

The Department of Education has recently updated the Statutory Guidance to Schools. There
is an emphasis in this document that all students have access to career guidance and
particularly at transitional points. Career guidance is an umbrella term used for all the
careers education and personal guidance that takes place in the curriculum, L4L activities
and through the wealth of enrichment activities done here in school.  We are fortunate at
HGS to have independent impartial Careers Advisers available to our students, offering
interviews particularly for year 11 and 12. We are also available to other students at
lunchtime to drop in. We are currently prioritising Year 11’s so please do encourage your
child to consider what they would like to use the time available to them to talk through or if
you know they have already had an interview please do get them to share their action plan
with you as this will really help with ongoing thinking and decision making.

The Careers Zone

All students throughout the school From year 7 upwards, are encouraged to use the
research tools on the Hitchin Girls’ School Careers Zone. The Careers Zone was set up in
October 2020 with the objective to inspire and encourage pupils to consider a range of
career options. The site is user friendly so that all students have easy access to a range of
careers materials. The link to this is:
https://sites.google.com/hgs.herts.sch.uk/careerszone/home (Since this is for use by Hitchin

https://sites.google.com/hgs.herts.sch.uk/careerszone/home


Girls’ School pupils only – it is accessible only if they are logged in to their Gmail account).
Do ask your child to show you.

The school subscribes to Unifrog and the Job Explorer Database. These are all accessible

from our Careers Zone. The Job Explorer Database is a user-friendly programme and suitable

for all pupils at Hitchin Girls’ School. It enables pupils to do simple job searches, look at

similar job groups together and search for job matches to subjects taken at GCSE and

beyond. Unifrog is an extensive information source as well for careers information,

University and Apprenticeship searching. There is a wealth of information on the platform

and we would encourage you to take a look at it with your child. There are interesting

questions and personality quizzes on both platforms that are fun to do and often offer more

insights when done with someone else. Both these platforms are used in learning 4 life

lessons and form times.

Careers fair Thursday 10th November

Thank you to all the parents who responded to our recent request for support with careers

related activities and all those that  have volunteered to help us with our careers fair, this is

the first in person event we have run since Covid and are really excited to enable students to

hear from local and national employers. The day will be accessed by students from Year 9

upwards,  they will have an opportunity to plan for this day in form time and reflect on their

learning after the event. The event takes place in Green Careers Week so we shall also be

asking our employers to speak with students about their approaches to sustainability and

the environment.

Upcoming Careers days - HGS is partnering with ELSA to deliver a “Get work ready” day for

Year 11 at the end of January (date TBC), this will involve mock interviews and opportunity

to develop employability skills. Year 9 also has a day planned on 6th February “Discover,

Believe, Become”- more details to follow. For year 8’s this year we are planning a “Take your

child to work day” This will be on April 27th. We emailed out to parents and had a positive

response regarding the feasibility of this, please do make a note of the date in your diaries.

Reminders of some really useful resources - You will see that there is often information in

the newsletter relating to careers - last week there was lots of info on some amazing virtual

work experience opportunities through Springpod and we want to draw your particular

attention to The Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal (HOP) this is a useful website for

students to explore Hertfordshire employment, apprenticeships, work experience and

company information. They run weekly careers insights talks which are so useful - they take

place on Thursdays from 4.30 - 5.30 are free and online. Please visit to sign up and watch

past webinars: https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/virtual-employer-encounters/

https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/virtual-employer-encounters/

